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Outline of the first lesson

• 1- History
• 2- Definitions
• 3- Numbers
• 4- Directions
• 5- Europe
• 6- Nationalities and Types
• 7- Undocumented migration
• 8- Determinants
• 9- Solutions

Professor Alessandra Venturini
Migration in Europe, 2019-2020
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1 - History
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80 thousand years ago…
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2 - Definition
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How to Measure Migrations?



9



10

• Migration is complex process to measure and to 
follow

• Departure, arrival, move to another country, move
back, departure again, arrival again

Who are the migrants: international or 
internal migrations ?
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Why is it difficult to define?

• Technical reasons (it is difficult to distinguish
between migrants and commuters, etc.); 

• Buraucratic reason (ex. they do not change 
residency); 

• Political reasons
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Questions

• How many foreigners live in a country?

• How many arrived?

• How many have left?
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Net flows or gross flows?

Inflow immigrants and Outflow of migrants

Net inflows = Gross inflows- Gross outflows

Population change (difference between two stock values) = 

the natural change of the population (fertility minus mortality) and 
net migration (inflows minus outflows)
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Usefull links

• The Eurostat Database: (https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database);

• OECD (Levels of Education and Occupation)
- Migration to OECD countries (year 2001): 

https://search.oecd.org/els/mig/trendsininternationalmigration2001.htm;
- Migration to OECD and non-OECD countries: 

https://www.oecd.org/els/mig/dioc.htm

• MPC-Databases
- Migration from, to and through CARIM-East countries 
- Migration from, to and through CARIM-South countries 
- Migration from India to the EU

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database
https://search.oecd.org/els/mig/trendsininternationalmigration2001.htm
https://www.oecd.org/els/mig/dioc.htm
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Reasons to migrate

• Economic Reasons

• Refugees

• Family reunification

• Students 

• Tourists
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Free mobility is the component of migration flows 

that is most sensitive to economic conditions

Permanent immigration OECD countries by category
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Across European countries, there is a large dispersion in the 

composition of new migration

Composition of permanent migration, by category (2012/13)
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Reasons to migrate

• Economic Reasons

• Refugees

• Family reunification

• Students 

• Tourists
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Reason for migration is the most important determinant of outcomes for 
new arrivals, but there is some convergence over time

Employment rate by immigrant category and duration of stay in European OECD countries, 2008
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Reason for migration: the single most important determinant of 
outcomes

• An important factor for policy: only labour migrants are 

directly selected – but category of migration is rarely 

considered in analyses of migrants’ outcomes. 

• Non-EU migrants who came for work or study have 

higher qualification levels than family or humanitarian 

migrants, but still lower than the native-born. 

• The returns to qualifications are higher for labour 

migrants (and for former international students) than for 

the other two groups but still tend to be lower than for 

the native-born.
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Types of migration (1)

• Permanent

• Temporary

• Seasonal

• Circular

• Return migrants
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Types of migration (1)

• Highly skilled 

• Low skilled
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3 - Numbers
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Stock
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Stock
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Stock

• In Europe 57.000.000

• 10% of the total population
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4 - Directions
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The flows are increasing 

towards the NORTH more than 

towards the SOUTH
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Emigration flows and Immigration flows

• Net migration= immigration-emigrants

• Net migration rate= net migration on the 
country of origin population
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5 -Europe

Since when are more people 
immigrating to Europe then 

emigrating from Europe?
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6 – Nationalities and types 
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EU citizens

Third-country Nationals
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7 - Undocumented migrants
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8 – Determinants of Migrations

Income differential
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Emerging markets continue to outgrow the advanced economies 
contribution to global GDP growth
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Demography

• Growth of the population

• Aging of the population



82



83

Demographic ageing is a global phenomenon – Age Pyramids 1950-2020



84



85



86



87

Life expectancy has been increasing
since 170 years
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Life expectancy for selected countries 
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Global population growth
will come to an end 
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Shrinking labour force in the 
Global North 

Increasing numbers of young
adults in the Global South
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More attention is need 

to social policies

And more proactive management of 
the immigration issues
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