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• Migration is a process very complex to 
measure and to follow

• Departure, arrival, move to another country, 
move back, departure again, arrival again

• Who are the migrants: international or 
internal?
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• Why?

• Technical reasons (difficult to distinguish
between migrants and commuters etc.)

• Buraucratic reason (they do not change
residency)

• Political reasons
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Questions:

• How many foreigners live in a country

• How many arrived

• How many have left
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• Flow net flows or gross flows?

• Inflow immigrants Out flows of migrants

• Net inflows =Gross inflows- Gross outflows

• Population change (different between two
stock values) is due natural change of the 
population (fertility minus mortality) and net 
migration (inflows minus outflows)
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Reason to migrate

• Economic Reasons

• Refugees

• Family reunification

• Students 

• Tourists



Permanent immigration OECD countries by category
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Free mobility is the component of migration flows 
that is most sensitive to economic conditions



Composition of permanent migration, by category (2012/13)
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* 2012    **incl. accompanying family of workers
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Across European countries, there is a large 

dispersion in the composition of new migration

Source: OECD International Migration Database
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Reason for migration is the most important determinant of 
outcomes for new arrivals, but there is some convergence 

over time

29

Employment rate by immigrant category and duration of stay in European OECD countries, 2008
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Reason for migration: the single most important 
determinant of outcomes

• An important factor for policy: only labour migrants are 

directly selected – but category of migration is rarely 

considered in analyses of migrants’ outcomes. 

• Non-EU migrants who came for work or study have 

higher qualification levels than family or humanitarian 

migrants, but still lower than the native-born. 

• The returns to qualifications are higher for labour 

migrants (and for former international students) than for 

the other two groups but still tend to be lower than for 

the native-born.
30
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Type of migration 1

• Permanent

• Temporary

• Seasonal

• Circular

• Return migrants



• Highly skilled

• Low skilled
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1 False myth of migration

Migrants go to the Rich North



Destination of migrants from developing countries
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Source: Ratha and Shaw (2007)

South-South migration is 

larger than migration to 

high-income OECD 

countries
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Stock of migrants by origin country in main destination areas in 2000
(Source: Doqcuier & Marfouk) 
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2 False myth of migration

The number of migrants determines the impact 
of migration in destination country
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3 false myth of migration

The size of migration determines the 
impact in the sending country







One quarter of 
foreigners in the 
EU are citizens 

of Turkey, 
Romania, 

Morocco and 
Poland


