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Introduction
The Island of Cyprus is situated in the East of the Mediterranean Sea and it is the third largest
island. Since 1974 Cyprus has been portioned in two parts: The Greek part, the Republic of
Cyprus, and The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. These were separated by a buffer
zone known as “Green Line”. The conflict between the two communities was compared to
Israel-Palestine one. 

In 2004, Cyprus became a member of EU as a divided island. Due to its position, it’s
easily accessible by sea, especially for refugees coming from the neighboring counties – in
fact,  most  asylum seekers  in  Cyprus  are  Syrians,  then  from India,  Pakistan,  Bangladesh,
Egypt and Iraq. Data collecting by Eurostat about the total number of long-term immigrants
in Cyprus show how the number is increased from 2015 to 2017.

1. Background Information

1.1 Total population last year

2018
Cyprus 864,236

Source:  
Label: [demo_pjian]
Table 1.1: This table, taken from Eurostat Database, shows the population as a percentage of
EU28 population in 2018.



1.2 Population growth

Graph 1.2: The World Bank estimates the population growth in 2017 equal to 0,8%.1

The Population Growth is defined as the increase in the number of people that reside in a
country, state, or city. To determine whether there has been population growth, the formula
used is: (birth rate + immigration) - (death rate + emigration).2 We have only the percentage of
2017.

1.3 GNP per capita last year

The Gross National Product (GNP) is an estimate of the total value of all the final products
and services turned out in a given period by the means of production owned by a country’s
residents.3
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Graph 1.3: The source of this graph is Trading Economics, and it shows how much the GNP
has grown in the last  year:  in fact,  it  increased from 19213.76 million euros to 20730,85
million euros in 2018. Source: .
The GNP per capita in 2017 is equal to 24.869€ and it is calculated dividing the total GNP by
the population of the country. 
Source:  Label: [nama_10_pp]

1.4 Human Development Index Ranking last year

How HDI is calculated? UNDP4 (United Nation Development Program) gives an explanation:

The Index decreases from 1 to 0 (1 = high, 0 = low), and it is subdivided into four groups:
countries  with  very  high  human  development,  countries  with  high  HDI,  countries  with
medium HDI and with low HDI. According to UNDP, Cyprus has INDEX = 0,869 and its
position in the RANKING is 32 (among countries with very high HDI).

1.5 Unemployment rate of total population last year

The unemployment rate is the number of unemployed people as a percentage of the labour
force. Eurostat Database shows that the percentage of unemployment rate in 2018 is 8,4%
(Table 1.4):
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Unemployment rate 2018
Cyprus 8,4

Table 1.4 Source: Label: [une_rt_q]

1.6 Youth unemployment last year

According to Eurostat:

«The youth unemployment ratio is the percentage of unemployed young people (i.e. people
aged 15-24) in the total population of this age group. It gives an unemployment-to-population
measure.  The denominator  used in this  indicator consequently includes the employed,  the
unemployed but also the inactive young people».

The youth unemployment in Cyprus in 2018 is 7,9% (Table 1.5):

Youth unemployment 2018
Cyprus 7,9

Table 1.5 Source:  

1.7 Total population projection in 2050

Population projections provide a possible scenario of population development. It is calculated
including population on 1st January, all groups of ages, total gender group, and considering all
type of projections – lower fertility, lower mortality, higher migration, lower migration and no
migration (Table 1.6):

Projection in 2050 2018 2050

Cyprus 858.389 984.402

Table 1.6 Source:  Label: [ptoj_15npms]



2. Migration stock and flows in the last 10 years

2.1 The total number of international migrants residing in the country
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Graph 2.1:  Data  comes  from Eurostat  database5.  It  shows the  total  number  of  long-term
immigrants in Cyprus during the reference year. The last given data are from 2017 because a
long-term migrant is a person who moves in a country for a period of at least a year, therefore
the country of destination effectively becomes his or her new country of usual residence6.
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Graph  2.2:  Data  from  United  Nations,  Department  of  Economic  and  Social  Affairs.
Population Division (2017). Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2017 revision (United
Nations database, POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2017). The graph shows the international migrant
stock as a percentage of the total population, and the differences (in %) between males and
females.

2.3 Proportion of female migrants of the international immigrant stock

CYPRUS 2005 2010 2015 2017
% of female

migrants of the
international
migrant stock

57,0% 56,2% 56,2% 56,2%

Table 2.3: Data from United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Population
Division (2017). Trends in International Migrant Stock: The 2017 revision (United Nations
database,  POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2017).  The  table  indicates  the  proportion  of  female
migrants of the international immigrant stock.

2.4  Immigration  stock  by  sex  group,  age,  country  of  birth  and  reason  for
migration

 Sex group

Males Females
2008 9.462 11.598
2009 9.555 13.026

Table 2.4 Source: 
Label: [migr_imm8]
The table shows the immigration stock by sex group in
the last ten years, including total age and age reached
during the year.



2010 8.712 11.494
2011 10.330 12.707
2012 5.795 11.681
2013 6.474 6.675
2014 2.764 6.448
2015 6.495 8.688
2016 8.562 8.829
2017 9.990 11.316

 Age group 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
< 5 years 725 641 1.209 235 188 184 299 257 538
5-9 years 749 690 965 248 343 74 230 154 317
10-14 years 1.176 1.102 832 240 93 316 224 156 327
15-19 years 2.719 2.633 1.119 954 426 923 1.198 1.097 1.664
20-24 years 3.654 3.349 3.225 3.066 1.851 1.258 2.543 4.069 4.223
25-29 years 3.288 2.900 4.118 4.341 3.392 1.633 3.425 3.494 4.705
30-34 years 2.682 2.328 3.402 3.605 1.879 1.517 2.572 2.334 2.966
35-39 years 2.021 1.753 2.577 2.208 1.669 1.257 1.881 1.718 2.099
40-44 years 1.283 1.055 1.980 923 1.005 890 828 1.178 1.328
45-49 years 949 830 1.196 679 778 382 929 1.014 1.410
50-54 years 665 553 778 291 496 193 273 722 718
55-59 years 959 894 589 222 440 175 381 486 432
60-64 years 847 750 464 218 325 65 210 411 266
65-69 years 387 322 303 27 157 125 105 76 201
70-74 years 251 204 137 27 0 138 51 160 74
75-79 years 190 159 93 0 107 44 34 53 24
80-84 years 36 43 50 0 0 15 0 12 14
85-89 years : : : 0 0 13 0 0 0
90-94 years : : : 0 0 8 0 0 0
95-99 years : : : 0 0 2 0 0 0
> 100 years : : : 0 0 0 0 0 0

Table 2.5
Source: 
Label: [migr_imm1ctz]
: not available data. 2008 data are not available. The table shows immigration stock by age
group – the maximum values for each year are highlighted.

 Country of birth

Cyprus EU28 Non-EU28 Unknown
2008 : : : :
2009 1.599 : : 18
2010 1.426 : : 15



2011 1.490 : : 25
2012 1.157 : : 0
2013 1.696 6.259 5.194 0
2014 1.569 3.517 4.114 12
2015 2.945 5.908 6.330 0
2016 3.415 6.823 7.153 0
2017 3.987 8.904 8.415 0
Table 2.6
Source:  
Label:  [migr_imm3ctb]:  not  available  data.  Detailed  data  from regional  area  (i.e.  Eastern
Africa, South America, etc.) are not available.
 Reason for migration

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Family reasons 183 640 1.850 1.740 1.440 1.230 2.111 2.580 2.332 2.741
Education 
reasons 4.023 5.407 2.698 1.907 1.433 1.397 1.444 2.226 3.313 4.923
Remunerated 
activities reasons

13.88
4

13.76
2

11.91
7 9.897 6.889 6.613 7.989 7.337 7.385 8.204

Other 7.066 5.829 2.674 2.101 1.953 2.215 2.297 3.426 3.940 3.103

Table 2.7
Source:  
Label: [migr_resfirst]
2018 data are not available. We use the first permits of residence by reason to explain the
reason for migration.

2.5  Immigration  flows  by  sex  group,  age,  country  of  birth  and  reason  for
migration

According to UN, migration flows are referred to the number of migrants entering or leaving
a  country  during  a  given  period  of  time,  usually  one  year.  However,  there  are  different
concepts, definitions and data collection methodologies among countries to compile statistics
on  migration  flows.  There  is  no  unilateral  definition  of  who  counts  as  an  international
migrant, and due to the lack of comparable data, it is difficult to describe global trends of
migration flows. The analyses are largely limited to member countries of the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)7 – Cyprus is not an OECD member and,
for this reason, it’s challenging to find up-to-date and institutional data on migration flows.

At  the  level  of  international  organization,  we  can  find  some  data  on  DataHub,  a
statistical  portal  which  uses  values  collected  from institutional  sectors,  like  World  Bank.
However, these data refer only to the period from 1967 to 2012. It could be interesting to
show the curve generated from these numbers (Graph 2.8):
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Graph 2.8
Source: https://datahub.io/world-bank/sm.pop.netm#resource-data

Nonetheless,  we have found a demographic report  of 2017 in the government  site of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in the statistical section, where it is calculated that:

«Net migration in Cyprus has been positive from 1983 to 2011. For the period 2012-
2015, net migration has been negative. As from 2016 net migration became positive
again. In 2017, it was estimated at 6.201».8

Unfortunately, the report is more focused on population as “stock”, and we can not have data
on immigration flows by sex, group age, country of birth and reason for migration. In order to
give all the information reported, we have created an appendix () where it is possible to read
all detailed tables mentioned in the document. 

2.6 Total number of emigrants who have left the country

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Cyprus : 4.797 4.293 4.895 18.105 25.227 24.038 17.183 14.892 15.105

Table 2.9
Source: 
Label: [migr_emi2]
The table shows the number of emigrants who have left the country during the last 10 years. 

8 (p. 17)
 

https://datahub.io/world-bank/sm.pop.netm#resource-data


2.7 Outflow

Previously, we have explained that managing flows data of Cyprus it is complicated. About
“outflow”, the latest data we have is from 2013 and it is about 25.2009. The Migration Portal
website refers to a UN paper as methodology of the survey, where it is assumed for Cyprus:

«Migration statistics are based on a passenger survey conducted among airline passengers
upon arrival in Cyprus and before departure abroad. For sea passengers, basic information is
collected from passenger manifests using systematic sampling».10

2.8 Inflow

For the same reason, the latest “inflow” data is from 2013, estimated about 13.100.

2.9 Total number of refugees by country of destination

According to  UNHCR, the total  number of refugees  in  Cyprus  is  3.631 and the increase
started  in  2011.11 The  Asylum Service12,  a  department  of  the  Ministry  of  Interior,  is  the
authority responsible for asylum-related statistical collection in Cyprus. From this source, the
number of people with a refugee status in 2018 is 191, mostly men and, in proportion, from
Cameroon – while the number of applicants is primarily from Syria, but above all of them
receive subsidiary protection.13 Table 2.10:

3. Migrants integration indicators

3.1 Migrants by education level

Cyprus EU28 
Non-
EU28

Less than primary, primary and lower secondary education 
(levels 0-2) 21,3 21,6 25,4

9 
10 (p. 13)
11  
12
13 A “refugee” is defined by the Directive EU 2004/83 (art. 2) as a third country national or stateless
who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for some reasons (race, religion, nationality,
political  opinion  or  membership  of  a  particular  social  group)  asks  protection  to  the  country  of
destination. At the same article,  a  “person eligible for subsidiary protection” is defined as a third
national country or stateless who does not qualify as a refugee but he/she would face a real risk or
suffering  serious  harm returning  in  the  country of  origin  (death  penalty or  execution,  torture  of
inhuman  or  degrading  treatment,  indiscriminate  violence  in  situations  of  international  or  internal
conflict). 



Upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary education 
(levels 3 and 4) 39,0 42,6 33,3
Tertiary education (levels 5-8) 39,7 35,8 41,2

Table 3.1
Source:
Label: [edat_lfs_9915]
Table  3.1  shows  how  natives,  EU  citizens  and  non-EU  migrants  are  divided  by  their
educational attainment level, either reached in Cyprus or elsewhere before migration. 

3.2  Labour  force  participation  in  the  last  10  years  by  country  of  birth
(thousands)

Cyprus EU28 
Non-
EU28 

2009 302,4 39,4 50,8
2010 300,3 52,1 56,2
2011 304,7 57,4 58,1
2012 305,9 60,9 59,6
2013 313,0 54,4 57,6
2014 320,9 49,9 53,6
2015 312,3 51,4 49,1
2016 307,1 51,8 48,8
2017 312,1 51,5 53,2
2018 323,5 50,5 52,1

3.3 Employment in the last 10 years by sex group, age, country of birth and
reason for migration

 Sex

Males Females Total
2009 64,8 67,6 66,4
2010 67,8 67,0 67,4
2011 67,7 65,2 66,2
2012 66,7 63,5 64,8
2013 64,0 60,4 61,8
2014 62,8 62,9 62,9
2015 63,6 60,3 61,6
2016 63,2 56,8 59,5
2017 64,8 58,9 61,4
2018 64,7 58,0 60,9

Table 3.2 Source: 
Label: [lfsa_pgacws]
Table 3.2 shows the amount of labour force
in Cyprus in last 10 years (in thousands) of
natives,  EU  born  and  non-EU  migrants.
Labour force can be measured summing up
employed and unemployed and corresponds
to the active population of a country.

Table 3.3 Source: 
Label: [lfsa_ergacob]
The  table  shows  employment  rates  of
migrants divided by sex group.



 Age

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
15-19 years 19,5 19,1 14,9 11,4 11,5 10,5 : 13,1 12,4 15,4
20-24 years 60,5 62,1 62,1 63,2 51,7 58,5 54,2 43,5 44,6 52,0
25-29 years 69,2 73,1 74,6 73,3 71,3 76,1 69,2 70,1 70,6 67,2
30-34 years 80,8 82,3 79,3 77,0 75,9 73,6 77,4 73,9 76,9 74,1
35-39 years 81,1 82,7 83,0 77,0 75,1 78,2 78,2 78,3 79,6 78,0
40-44 years 84,9 82,6 78,2 78,1 74,7 76,7 77,8 78,2 75,9 79,6
45-49 years 78,1 77,1 74,1 75,0 70,7 77,1 74,9 75,0 78,8 76,9
50-54 years 74,3 70,9 66,9 65,3 63,0 64,9 66,5 64,2 69,4 67,8
55-59 years 57,1 53,9 55,3 56,0 55,4 55,8 58,3 52,7 59,9 59,5
60-64 years 26,0 30,0 31,8 30,0 31,8 27,1 27,9 32,0 36,6 45,3
> 65 years 6,9 6,6 5,8 5,6 5,3 5,1 : 3,8 4,8 5,2

Table 3.4
Source: 
Label: [lfsa_ergacob]: not available data. The table shows employment rates of migrants 
divided by age group. 

 Country of birth

Cyprus EU28 Non-EU28 Total
2009 58,8 63,9 68,4 60,3
2010 58,2 66,4 68,2 60,2
2011 56,5 65,1 67,4 58,7
2012 53,2 62,5 67,4 55,9
2013 50,8 58,4 65,4 53,3
2014 51,0 57,8 68,2 53,5
2015 50,7 57,7 66,0 53,0
2016 51,6 58,9 60,3 53,3
2017 52,9 60,0 62,8 54,8
2018 56,1 57,4 64,7 57,2

Table 3.5 
Source: 
Label: [lfsa_ergacob]
The table shows the percentage of employees based on their country of birth (natives, EU
citizens or non-EU migrants). It can be underlined how in a 10-year period in Cyprus total
employment rate is decreasing, in line with international trends. 



 Reason for migration

Family
reasons

Education
reasons

Work,  job
found
before
migrating

Work,  no
job  found
before
migrating

International
protection  or
asylum Other

2014 55,8 25,5 91,6 71,5 : 31,8
Table 3.6
Source: 
Label: [lfso_14l1empr]
The table shows the employment rate of migrants in Cyprus divided by the reasons to migrate.
The data  are  referred to  2014 because Eurostat  made occasionally this  research,  whereas
Cyprus  is  not  an  OECD  member  state,  organization  which  analyses  employment  and
unemployment of migrants according to the reason to migrate for its member states every
year.

3.4 Unemployment in the last 10 years by sex group, age, country of birth and
reason for migration

 Sex

Males Females Total
2009 11,2 5,4 7,9
2010 9,9 7,4 8,5
2011 11,9 8,8 10,2
2012 16,8 11,3 13,7
2013 19,1 14,1 16,2
2014 18,0 12,1 14,5
2015 16,1 12,9 14,2
2016 14,6 11,3 12,8
2017 12,2 9,5 10,7
2018 9,9 7,6 8,7

Table 3.7 Source: 
Label: [lfsa_urgacob]
The table shows unemployment rates of
migrants divided by sex group.



 Age

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
15-19 years : : : : : : : : : :
20-24 years 14,1 14,0 17,9 18,3 26,7 22,8 21,8 21,4 19,0 10,6
25-29 years 9,9 9,8 10,4 14,1 17,3 12,3 18,6 11,4 9,9 9,3
30-34 years 6,1 6,4 9,5 12,8 14,2 15,1 10,5 11,8 9,1 7,8
35-39 years 5,0 6,7 6,0 10,8 12,7 13,0 11,6 10,0 9,7 8,3
40-44 years 6,2 7,6 8,4 10,7 14,2 13,8 11,9 9,5 10,9 8,2
45-49 years 6,1 8,4 11,5 11,2 18,1 11,4 12,9 11,8 7,7 8,2
50-54 years : : 8,4 19,0 16,5 17,5 16,2 17,5 13,4 8,0
55-59 years : : : 19,8 15,4 16,0 16,8 16,1 : 9,4
60-64 years : : : : : : : 23,5 : :
65-74 years : : : : : : : : : :

Table 3.8
Source: Label: 
[lfsa_urgacob]: not available data. The table shows unemployment rates of migrants divided 
by age group.

 Country of birth

Cyprus EU28 Non-EU28 Total
2009 4,7 8,2 7,7 5,4
2010 5,5 9,2 7,8 6,3
2011 7,1 12,0 8,4 7,9
2012 11,1 14,8 12,7 11,9
2013 15,8 16,9 15,5 15,9
2014 16,6 16,0 13,2 16,1
2015 15,2 16,4 11,9 15,0
2016 13,1 11,7 14,0 13,0
2017 11,2 10,0 11,5 11,1
2018 8,3 9,6 7,8 8,4

Table 3.9
Source: 
Label: [lfsa_urgacob]
Table 3.9 shows the percentage of unemployed in Cyprus in a 10-year period according to
migrants’ country of birth. Unemployment rate pattern is in line with international statistics,
constantly  growing  until  2014-2015  and  decreasing  slowly  afterwards.  Every  category
maintains quite a linear pattern.

 Reason for migration

Since  Cyprus  is  not  an  OECD  member  state,  we  have  no  data  about  unemployment  of
migrants according to the reason for migration.



3.5 Social inclusion: income distribution and monetary poverty, risk of poverty

 Income distribution and monetary poverty 

Cyprus EU28 Non-EU28 
Mean equivalised net income in 2017 (€) 17.825 16.422 15.195

Table 3.10
Source: 
Label: [ilc_di16]
Table 3.10 shows the mean equivalised net income in 2017 which can underline the income
distribution and monetary poverty in the country. In Cyprus at the time of the research, natives
earn yearly more than every category of foreigners.

 People at risk of poverty

Cyprus EU28 Non-EU28 
At risk of poverty 13,4 18,9 31,7

Table 3.11
Source: 
Label: [ilc_li32]
According to the table, the risk of poverty is higher for foreigners in Cyprus, specifically for 
non-European migrants. Data are referred to 2017.
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