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MIGRATION IN SWEDEN 
Di Matilde Bove, Martina Peretti, Irene Sibona, Francesca Spanò 

 

We analysed the immigration in Sweden from three different points of view: firstly we considered 

the growth of the Swedish population and the immigration in this country, then its stocks and flows, 

and finally the integration of migrants in the destination country.  

The Data we used are from Eurostat (http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database) and Statistic 

Sweden (http://www.scb.se/en_/) 
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Graph 3 

As we can see, both Swedish population and immigration have grown. The majority of foreign 

citizens is in working age and there are more men than women.  

 

o STOCKS AND FLOWS  

o Flows by sex and reason of entrance 
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o Stocks by reason of entrance 

 

Graph 5 

The main channel of entrance is for family reunification, and mostly women enter Sweden for this reason, 

while men enter for “other” reasons (i.e. mainly with refugee status/subsidiary protection). 

o Stocks by sex 
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o Stocks and Flows by Age 

 

Graph 7 
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o By country of origin 

 

Graph 9 
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o By country of origin and reason 
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o Asylum-seekers by country of citizenship, sex and year 

 

Graph 13 
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o INTEGRATION OF MIGRANTS 

o Labour status distribution of the population by sex, age, migration 

status and educational attainment level 

 

 

 
Graph 14 

 

 

o Percentage of employed persons from 15 to 64 years 
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o Unemployment rates 

 

Graph 16 

 

o Median Income 

 

Graph 17 
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o People at risk of poverty or social exclusion 

 

Graph 18 

 

o Population by educational attainment level 
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o Employment rate of first generation of immigrants by reason for 

migration   
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o APPENDIX  

Every graph is related with its respective table  

Tab 1  

Population change - Demographic balance and crude rates at national level 
[demo_gind] 

       
Last update 07.04.17      
Extracted on 23.04.17      
Source of data Eurostat      
       
INDIC_DE Average population - total    
       
GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015    
Sweden 9.600.379 9.696.110 9.799.186    
       

 

 

Tab 2  

Immigration by age and sex [migr_imm8] 

    
Last update 07.04.17   
Extracted on 26.04.17   
Source of data Eurostat   
    

AGEDEF 
Age reached during the 
year 

AGE Total   
UNIT Number   
SEX Total   
    
GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015 

Sweden 115.845 126.966 134.240 

 

Tab 3 

Foreign citizens by age, sex and year 
    

      

  
2013 2014 2015 2016 

0-4 years men 21975 24701 27124 30878  
women 21223 23518 25856 29380 

5-14 years men 35538 39577 43228 46408  
women 33444 37387 40589 42986 

15-24 years men 46387 51827 57797 68580 



 
women 43338 45397 47852 51613 

25-34 years men 92889 98248 102414 113536  
women 85385 89193 91790 98787 

35-44 years men 68612 74565 80402 88519  
women 59622 61862 65114 69842 

45-54 years men 42984 46276 49374 53590  
women 36308 37650 39038 41588 

55-64 years men 25709 26207 27424 28825  
women 24889 24798 24978 25692 

65+ years men 27660 28598 29412 30323  
women 28699 29631 30441 31402       

Persons with dual citizenship, of which 
one is Swedish, is not included. 

     

      

Latest update: 
     

20170321 09:30 
     

      

Source: 
     

Statistics Sweden 
     

 

Tab 4 

First permits by reason, age, sex and citizenship [migr_resfas]  

       

Last update 06.12.16      

Extracted on 27.04.17      

Source of data Eurostat      

       

AGE Total      

CITIZEN Total      

UNIT Person      

GEO Sweden      

       

TIME 2013 2013 2014 2014 2015 2015 

REASON/SEX Males Females Males Females Males Females 

Family reasons 18.519 24.637 19.649 26.613 19.637 26.717 

Education reasons 3.883 3.591 4.969 4.225 4.597 4.378 

Remunerated activities 
reasons 13.861 3.328 11.591 3.266 12.420 3.306 

Other 17.741 13.562 23.826 13.808 24.564 15.004 

 

Tab 5 
 
All valid permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship on 31 December 
of each year [migr_resvalid] 

         



Last update 02.09.16        
Extracted on 23.04.17        
Source of data Eurostat        

         
DURATION Total        

GEO Sweden        

CITIZEN Total        

UNIT Person        

         

REASON/TIME 2013 2014 2015      

Family reasons 189.123 204.886 220.778      

Education reasons 12.592 14.135 14.676      
Remunerated 
activities reasons 25.496 26.229 32.920      

Refugee status 26.599 37.479 51.679      

Subsidiary protection 80.730 96.711 77.271      

Other 14.855 8.934 44.070      

 

Tab 6 

All valid permits by age, sex and citizenship on 31 December of each year [migr_resvas] 

        

Last update 02.09.16       

Extracted on 23.04.17       

Source of data Eurostat       

        

GEO Sweden       

AGE Total       

CITIZEN Total       

UNIT Person       

        

SEX/TIME 2013 2014 2015     

Males 177.413 202.150 233.541     

Females 171.982 186.224 207.853     

 

Tab 7 

First permits by reason, age, sex and citizenship [migr_resfas] 

     

Last update 06.12.16    

Extracted on 23.04.17    

Source of data Eurostat    

     

REASON Total    

SEX Total    

GEO Sweden    

CITIZEN Total    

UNIT Person    

     



AGE/TIME 2013 2014 2015  

Less than 4 years 11.873 12.648 13.727  

From 5 to 19 years 22.610 24.087 24.763  

From 20 to 59 years 62.895 69.555 69.424  

60 years or over 1.744 1.661 2.709  

 

Tab 8 

All valid permits by age, sex and citizenship on 31 December of each year [migr_resvas] 

       

Last update 02.09.16      

Extracted on 23.04.17      

Source of data Eurostat      

       

SEX Total      

GEO Sweden      

CITIZEN Total      

UNIT Person      

       

AGE/TIME 2013 2014 2015    

Less than 4 years 22.424 26.863 30.323    

From 5 to 19 years 58.184 84.050 96.081    

From 20 to 59 years 245.551 262.542 297.518    

60 years or over 23.236 14.919 17.468    

       
 

Tab 9 

First permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship [migr_resfirst] 

      

Last update 15.11.16     

Extracted on 23.04.17     

Source of data Eurostat     

      

REASON Total     

GEO Sweden     

DURATION Total     

UNIT Person     

      

CITIZEN/TIME 2013 2014 2015   

Syria 16.291 26.428 29.316   

Somalia 10.112 4.874 4.185   

Thailand 7.618 4.888 6.594   

India 5.947 6.589 6.508   

Afghanistan 4.635 4.327 3.420   

China (including Hong Kong) 4.549 4.922 4.580   

Eritrea 4.117 7.080 8.299   

Iraq 3.225 3.082 3.800   



 

Tab 10 

All valid permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship on 31 December of each 
year [migr_resvalid] 

         

Last update 02.09.16        

Extracted on 23.04.17        

Source of data Eurostat        

         

DURATION Total        

REASON Total        

GEO Sweden        

UNIT Person        

         

CITIZEN/TIME 2013 2014 2015      

Eritrea 13.402 18.888 25.902      

Somalia 28.573 48.036 48.410      

China (including Hong Kong) 11.515 14.823 16.153      

Afghanistan 17.427 24.179 26.373      

Iran 13.276 13.326 13.229      

Thailand 16.063 16.955 15.545      

Iraq 22.153 24.207 23.034      

Syria 23.215 45.113 72.841      

 

Tab 11 

First permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship [migr_resfirst]     

          
Source of 
data Eurostat         

          

GEO Sweden         

DURATION Total         

UNIT Person         

          

TIME REASON/CITIZEN Eritrea Somalia 

China 
(including 
Hong 
Kong) Afghanistan India Thailand Iraq Syria 

2013 Family reasons 1.107 8.031 1.555 1.767 2.120 1.910 2.443 2.968 

2013 Education reasons 8 0 1.672 4 573 111 19 17 

2013 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 4 0 1.169 29 3.202 5.333 283 711 

2013 Other 2.998 2.081 153 2.835 52 264 480 12.595 

2014 Family reasons 1.513 3.470 1.681 1.977 2.401 1.613 2.216 8.004 

2014 Education reasons 7 0 1.870 7 809 97 13 43 

2014 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 1 1 1.237 21 3.350 2.870 250 776 

2014 Other 5.559 1.403 134 2.322 29 308 603 17.605 

2015 Family reasons 1.537 2.866 1.423 1.703 2.446 1.119 2.596 11.070 



2015 Education reasons 5 0 1.940 9 823 102 35 39 

2015 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 7 0 990 39 3.113 4.243 387 412 

2015 Other 6.750 1.319 227 1.669 126 1.130 782 17.795 

 

 

Tab 12 

All valid permits by reason, length of validity and citizenship on 31 December of each year 
[migr_resvalid]  

          
Last 
update 02.09.16         
Extracted 
on 23.04.17         
Source of 
data Eurostat         

          

DURATION Total         

GEO Sweden         

UNIT Person         

          

TIME REASON/CITIZEN Eritrea Somalia 

China 
(including 
Hong 
Kong) Afghanistan Iran Thailand Iraq Syria 

2013 Family reasons 3.550 8.343 7.239 4.820 6.044 15.014 12.058 4.967 

2013 Education reasons 23 0 731 10 616 294 158 73 

2013 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 5 1 2.618 111 1.327 398 1.049 540 

2013 Refugee status 2.278 3.578 143 4.533 2.658 1 2.544 3.803 

2013 
Subsidiary 
protection 7.500 16.552 225 7.944 2.071 56 6.136 13.725 

2013 Other 46 99 559 9 560 300 208 107 

2014 Family reasons 4.298 25.745 7.547 8.318 5.702 16.131 14.740 9.740 

2014 Education reasons 11 0 3.388 8 956 209 65 44 

2014 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 5 2 3.263 114 1.442 384 958 639 

2014 Refugee status 7.540 4.335 140 5.620 3.038 3 2.242 5.824 

2014 
Subsidiary 
protection 7.018 17.948 120 10.091 1.732 43 6.047 28.831 

2014 Other 16 6 365 28 456 185 155 35 

2015 Family reasons 5.059 26.190 8.311 9.565 5.683 13.423 13.975 19.139 

2015 Education reasons 7 0 3.600 13 956 174 84 48 

2015 
Remunerated 
activities reasons 11 1 3.781 134 1.602 425 1.138 561 

2015 Refugee status 13.933 5.030 176 6.314 3.280 14 2.286 7.744 

2015 
Subsidiary 
protection 6.570 9.893 5 5.382 306 0 997 44.997 

2015 Other 322 7.296 280 4.965 1.402 1.509 4.554 352 

 

Tab 13 



Asylum-seekers by country of citizenship, sex and 
year   

      

  2013 2014 2015 2016 

Afghanistan men 2334 2409 34251 1980 

 women 677 695 7313 989 

Albania men 655 1046 1789 572 

 women 501 653 826 213 

Eritrea men 3078 7661 4715 577 

 women 1766 3838 2518 574 

Ethiopia men 213 340 1242 289 

 women 170 268 474 225 

Iran (Islamic Republic of) men 643 562 3275 720 

 women 529 435 1285 559 

Iraq men 945 1753 15152 1647 

 women 531 913 5706 1111 

Kosovo men 726 841 1153 236 

 women 483 633 626 119 

Somalia men 2648 3209 3571 917 

 women 1253 1622 1894 729 

Syrian Arab Republic men 10285 21394 32994 2803 

 women 6032 9189 18344 2656 

Stateless men 4268 5151 4625 710 

 women 2653 2712 3091 629 

      

Source: Statistics Sweden      
 

Tab 14 

Labour status distribution of the population by sex, age, migration status and educational attainment level [lfso_14lel] 

    

Last update 03.06.16   

Extracted on 28.04.17   

Source of data Eurostat   

    

UNIT Percentage   

TIME 2014   

AGE From 15 to 64 years  

SEX Total   

    

  ISCED11 

Less than primary, primary and 
lower secondary education (levels 
0-2) 

Less than primary, primary and 
lower secondary education (levels 
0-2) 

MGSTATUS 
GEO/WSTATU
S Employed persons Unemployed persons 

Native-born Sweden 51,6 10,1 

Native-born with foreign background 
(second generation of immigrants) Sweden 31,6 15,5 

Foreign-born (first generation of 
immigrants) Sweden 48,5 17,8 



 

Tab 15 

Employment rates by sex, age and citizenship (%) 
[lfsa_ergan] 

      

Last update 25.04.17     

Extracted on 28.04.17     

Source of data Eurostat     

      

AGE From 15 to 64 years    

UNIT Percentage     

  SEX Males Males Males Males Females Females Females Females 

CITIZEN GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015 2016 2013 2014 2015 2016 

EU-28 countries except 
reporting country Sweden 76,5 78,6 81,9 79,0 68,6 69,3 69,1 71,2 

Extra-EU-28 Sweden 54,0 55,6 53,1 55,3 38,4 40,0 40,2 39,9 

Reporting country Sweden 77,3 77,5 78,1 78,9 74,1 74,9 75,9 77,0 

 

Tab 16 

Unemployment rates by sex, age and nationality (%) [lfsa_urgan]  

       

Last update 25.04.17      

Extracted on 27.04.17      

Source of data Eurostat      

       

SEX Total      

UNIT Percentage      

       

  AGE 
From 15 to 74 
years 

From 15 to 74 
years 

From 15 to 74 
years 

From 15 to 74 
years  

CITIZEN GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015 2016  
EU-28 countries except 
reporting country Sweden 10,8 10,2 8,6 7,7  

Extra-EU-28 Sweden 29,7 29,1 30,3 30,8  

Reporting country Sweden 7,2 7,0 6,4 5,8  

 

Tab 17 

Mean and median income by broad group of citizenship (population aged 18 and over) [ilc_di15] 

        

Last update 28.03.17       

Extracted on 28.04.17       



Source of data Eurostat       

        

UNIT Euro       

INDIC_IL Median equivalised net income     

SEX Total       

AGE 18 years or over      

        

CITIZEN GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015    

EU-28 countries except reporting country Sweden 24.553 23.141 23.326    

Non-EU-28 countries nor reporting country Sweden 18.085 16.724 15.467    

Reporting country Sweden 27.053 27.879 27.300    

 

Tab 18 

 

Tab 19 

Population by educational attainment level, sex, age and citizenship (%) [edat_lfs_9911]   

          

Last update 25.04.17         

Extracted on 25.04.17         

Source of data Eurostat         

          

UNIT Percentage         

SEX Total         

GEO Sweden         

          

  

EU-28 
countries 
except 
reporting 
country 

EU-28 
countries 
except 
reporting 
country 

EU-28 
countries 
except 
reporting 
country 

Foreign 
country 

Foreign 
country 

Foreign 
country Sweden Sweden Sweden 

ISCED11 2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015 

Less than primary, 
primary and lower 
secondary education 
(levels 0-2) 27,7 25,2 26,3 38,8 38,8 40,2 23,9 23,1 22,2 

Upper secondary and 
post-secondary non-
tertiary education (levels 
3 and 4) 31,6 30,8 28,3 25,0 23,3 21,3 46,0 45,4 45,3 

People at risk of poverty or social exclusion by broad group of citizenship (population aged 18 and over) [ilc_peps05]

Last update 25.04.17

Extracted on 28.04.17

Source of dataEurostat

SEX Total

AGE From 16 to 29 yearsFrom 16 to 29 yearsFrom 16 to 29 yearsFrom 25 to 59 yearsFrom 25 to 59 yearsFrom 25 to 59 years60 years or over60 years or over60 years or over

CITIZEN GEO/TIME 2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015 2013 2014 2015

EU-28 countries except reporting countrySweden 39,2 47,2 47,1 23,1 31,6 28,4 20,2 32,7 22,9

Non-EU-28 countries nor reporting countrySweden 61,4 61,4 75,0 41,0 51,1 55,2 : : 62,5

Reporting countrySweden 24,3 26,4 24,2 13,0 12,9 11,3 14,0 14,0 15,8



Tertiary education (levels 
5-8) 40,7 44,0 45,4 36,2 37,9 38,5 30,0 31,5 32,5 

 

Tab 20 

Employment rate of first generation of immigrants by sex, age, years of residence and reason for migration  
[lfso_14l1empr] 

       

Last update 06.04.16      

Extracted on 25.04.17      

Source of data Eurostat      

       

UNIT Percentage      

DURATION Total      

TIME 2014      

AGE From 15 to 64 years     

       

SEX Total Total Total Total Total Total 

GEO/REASON 
Family 
reasons 

Education 
reasons 

Work, 
job found 
before 
migrating 

Work, no job found 
before migrating 

International 
protection or asylum Other 

Sweden 64,2 78,9 88,5 64,4 58,2 66,4 

 

 

 

 

 

Tab 21 

People living in households with very low work intensity by broad group of citizenship (population aged 18 to 59 years) 
[ilc_lvhl15] 

      

Last update 25.04.17     

Extracted on 28.04.17     

Source of data Eurostat     

      

GEO Sweden     

SEX Total     

      

AGE 

From 
16 to 29 
years 

From 
16 to 29 
years 

From 
16 to 29 
years   

From 
25 to 59 
years 

From 
25 to 59 
years 

From 
25 to 59 
years   

CITIZEN/TIME 2013 2014 2015   2013 2014 2015   

EU-28 countries except 
reporting country 21,2 21,1 23,0   9,1 9,2 9,7   

Non-EU-28 countries nor 
reporting country 28,9 27,3 27,2   25,1 24,7 22,9   

Reporting country 7,2 6,9 6,3   6,6 6,1 5,2   



 


